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Stephen Van Matre In Adelaide 
Kris Mosher 
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Outdoor Educators’ Award 
To be presented at the Certificate Dinner 
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Port Augusta Map At Last! 
Available Scout Outdoor Centre, Map Shop and 
Department of Environment and Conservation 77 Grenfell 
St Adelaide. 
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If you would like more information, contact us on 
info@outwardbound.com.au  
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Interested climbers, climbing instructors attended a public 
meeting held at Onkaparinga Gorge to discuss fees for 
access on Saturday May 1. 
 
The meeting was attended by NPWS district Ranger Belair 
Ron Saers and Southern Area’s Terry Gregory. The 
meeting was amicable and friendly, with representatives 
from the Climbing Club of South Australia, commercial 
users, school users, University groups, South Australian 
Rockclimbing Education Association, and private climbers 
represented. Notices had been posted by Colin Bolton in 
all possible climbing outlets, and notices distributed via 
the SAREA newsletter prior to the event. Given this, the 
attendance was somewhat lower than what was hoped for. 
 
In summary the National Parks and Wildlife proposal that 
they will present to Senior Management is the following: 
 
Groups: 
 
1. That commercial groups pay a once a year park 

access fee of $100 for the rights to operate within 
a national park. This is consistent with other 
commercial users of the park, and a commercial 
operator needs only one permit for any nominated 
activity and park 

2. That commercial access attract a fee of $2 per 
participant per day. Recording of details to be 
done by an honour system via a record book. 

3. That schools should continue to require permit, 
but not be required to pay $100 access fee. 

4. That schools would pay $1 per day per 
participant, to be done via log book honour 
system 

5. That schools using commercial provider would 
pay only $1/day, but that commercial provider 
would still need $100 permit 

 

Individuals: 
1. $15 per year levy to climb in the park per 

individual 
2. An alternative club membership to encourage 

participants to join a club. This fee would be 
reduced to the club, and the club to include 
access as part of it’s membership 

 
Obviously questions were asked. Firstly, NPWS asked 
whether the idea was reasonable and were the amounts 
reasonable. There was general consensus that the 
amount was fair.  
____________________________________________ 
… *�+��(*���)(��-�&�;��-�����&�-���-������-���$�
�����������2���(�%����<�+���)��*&*��.�
===============================�
 
Assurances were sought that this was not the thin end 
of the wedge, and that the prices would go up 
dramatically. This was not guarenteed, but it was 
thought that this should be the case.  
 
The money from the access per day fee went directly to 
the park to pay for maintenance and testing of bollards, 
maintaining tracks, steps and guard rails. The money 
for the initial access ($100) would go into general 
revenue, however. 
 
Questions were asked how it would be policed. 
National Parks did not want to appear heavy handed, 
and wanted to rely on occasional spot checks and peer 
peressure. 
 
It was thought the new fees would come in Jan 1 2000, 
following administrative approval for the proposal. 
 
It was pointed out that the maintenance of the climbing 
areas is not funded within the normal budget. 
 
We will keep you posted on developments. If have any 
comments, then best address them to Terry Gregory or 
Ron Saers c/- NPWS. 
 
Many thanks to those that were there, and the BBQ that 
NPWS put on for the occasion. There were a few well 
fed pooches that night! 

There have been a number of incidents involving outdoor activities that have required retrievals in the last few months. The 
Ranger at Mambray Creek reported 3 incidents involving students refilling trangia stoves, after using them for a ‘fire’. 
Apparently the flame in each case was out, but the burner still hot enough to ignite. One poor student suffered major burns 
to face and airway. Moral of the story? Suggest you enforce the old ‘Don’t fill until you can pick the burner up in your 
hands.’ There have been a number of cliff rescues, with a well known teacher coming off second best whilst leading at 
Morialta being one of them. Some serious breaks I hear. A speedy recovery for all that have come off second best from an 
encounter with nature.  
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Contributor: Nerilee Flint 
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Epilogue. . . .There is tremendous happiness in 
making others happy, despite our own situations. 
Shared grief is half the sorrow, but happiness 
when shared, is doubled. If you want to feel rich, 
just count all of the things you have that money 
can't buy.  "Today is a gift, that's why it is called 
the present." 
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Contribution from David Stuart from Alan Noble. Editor’s note: Outdoorswomen would not be that stupid 
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This is the newsletter of the Outdoor Educators’ 
Association of South Australia. It is a means of 
exchange of information between members and 
interested organisations. It also provides a forum 
for debate of important issues to Outdoor 
Education. The views expressed by contributors are 
their own and not necessarily those held by 
OEASA. 
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This Edition of OEASA News: 
 
Editor:   Scott Polley 
Proofing: Nerilee Flint 
Printed by: Document 

Services, 
University of 
South Australia 

Contributions Welcome 
 
 

OEASA Committee: 1999 
Scott Polley  83026497 scott.polley@unisa.edu.au 
Nerilee Flint- Treasurer 83025266 nerilee.flint@unisa.edu.au 
Tim Vogt  82703727 
Mike Meredith  82695693 
Rosalind Newland  
Matt Randall   
Bronte Pickett  83518773 
You? 
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